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TRUE WHIG 


DISPLAYED, &. 


HAMEN TABLE indeed is it, that party-rage ſhould 
wn ſo high, as to make men forget their honour, 
0 their honeſty, their loyalty, their principles, and 

former declared opinions. Of this truth we have 

many examples among the Gentlemen that have been 
for ſome time paſt forming, what they flatter themſelves, will 
prove a powerful oppoſition againſt the meaſures of the govern- 


ment. 


Every art has been tried to alienate the minds of the people 


from the affection and loyalty they owe their Sovereign. His peace 
| has 
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has been diſturbed by vile inſinuations, and ſenſeleſs ſlanders; and 
every low falſhood, that tended to depreciate the merit of either 
his Majeſty, his family, or his friends, has been received with 
clamorous applauſe, by the principals and agents of faction, that 
are now buzzing about this metropolis, | 


It is no eaſy matter to paint the looks they put on, or repeat 
the uninterrupted volley of unmeaning expreſſions theſe harpies 
uſe, when they are prowling in ſearch of prey, endeavouring to 
corrupt the loyalty of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and lead them to 
approve of an oppoſition, begun without reaſon, and carried on 
without temper, moderation, or gratitude. 


The voice of prejudice is loud, clamorous, and hard to be 
ſilenced. The zeal of party is ſeldom worthy of praiſe ; and 
much leſs ſo, when buſy in diſturbing the peace of the kingdom, 
and in ſowing the ſeeds of faction in the breaſts of innocent and 
uninformed particulars, where they are ſoon ſure to ſprout up into 
large, but ſapleſs weeds, - 


Ignorance is the proper ſoil for faction to thrive in, eſpecially 
when the growth of it is carefully attended to by artful defizuing 
men, who, to anſwer their own unworthy purpoſes, put on a great 
ſhew of zeal, without being in truth poſſeſſed of any, unleſs it 
is an illaudable, avaritious, or ambitious zeal, to ſerve themſclves, 
their families, friends, and dependents. 


It is theſe nurſes of ill-omened weeds that now intend to diſ- 


turb our national concord; every method is tried to carry the 
grand 


1 


grand point; the principals are in earneſt, and the agents, emiſ- 
ſaries, and ten of ſcandalous n are uncommonty af- - 
fiduous. | 


1s it not then, my eee high time for ſome advocate 
to truth, to ſtand forth and diſplay theſe doubty, and, would be 
thought,  public-ſpirited beroes, in their true colours, to convince 
the world that their meaning is never to be underſtood by their 
ſpeeches, and that the elaborate harangues daily heard from their 
declaimers in the coffee-honſes, proceed not from honeſt hearts, 
but from plodding 2 ſelf- PO heads ? 


Is it not time to as . narrow, yet hurtful, principles that 
actuate the heads of a party, who have liſted themſelves under 
the banner of faction, at the expence of loyalty, honour, and 
ee 


A ſmall tract, called A letter from the Cocoa-tree to the country- 
_ gentlemen, lately made its appearance. It was much read, and 
nearly as much approved of: it opened the eyes of many who 
were before blinded by a pernicious and miſguided zeal, and di- 
rected the public attention to the heads of the motley party, that 
has been ſo long, yet ſo artfully buſy. 


It is not to be ſuppoſed, that a party, ſo eminently induſtrious, 
would permit ſuch a work to paſs unanſwered. An addreſs to the 
'Cocoa-tree from a Whig was ſoon after publiſhed ; the work of one 
of their capital hands, and therefore more worthy my atten- 

tion. 
I mean 


n 


I mean not to prove this writer a bungler; it is not my inten- 
tion to detect, in his tract, either ignorance, or want of {kill in ma- 
naging the weapons of faction. Let him, in peace, enjoy the con- 
ſciouſneſs of having great abilities; but, at the ſame time, I muſt 
take the liberty to inform him, that they are miſerably miſapplied. 
The many exceptions to be taken to his publication, ariſe not from 
the want of a clear head in the writer, but from his being poſ- 
ſeſſed of a corrupt and black heart: they are ertors of intention, 
not ignorance; | therefore the leſs excuſable. But as he is 4nown 
to be the 7:ght-bend of the party, and deeply embarked in the 
cauſe, he muſt of courſe either be ſanguine in every thing he ſays, 
does, or writes, or forfeit * r youu ORE of his new 


| Jriendi. 


This capital v writer addreſſes his work, to the whole party of the 
Tories, as he is pleaſed to call them: a name they have ni reaſon 
to be aſhamed of, and which, by way of diſtinction, I have choſen 
to aſſume, though no friend to party: appellations; having lived 
years enough in the world, to know, that men who long thought 
they entertained different political notions, on comparing notes, 


have often, to their great a ad found that in name alone this 


difference conſiſted. 


But to proceed : The * f the adareſ; x ſays, we attribute 
the whole of the oppoſition to three very great names.” It is 
true, we think the oppoſition was, indeed, begun and carried on 
by a few names, though not quite ſo few as three. That it is far, 
very far, from being general, is a fact of public notoriety. The 


members of the Two Houſes have proved themſelves men of ſenſe 


* See Addreſs to the Cocoa-tree, page 2. 
and 
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and moderation; and though the bigs at preſent think they have 
a vaſt majority without doors, if the ardent zeal of their leaders 
would but at times permit others to enjoy a part of the con- 
verſation, even in their /elect- private meetings they would un- 
doubtedly find among them many diſſenters. 


How eaſy is it to propagate ſcandal and falſhood? A ſower of 
faction tells a notorious lie; this is ſoon ſpread with uncom- 
mon induſtry, almoſt as far as the power of multiplication can 
extend; but, is it e er the more true, or can any of the hearers, 
how numerous ſoever, ſay they believe it? Certainly no; its foun- 
dation as built in the ſand, and it periſbes witbout the belp of 
time . 

That an oppoſition | was formed before any of the three perſons 
hinted at, in the letter from the Cocoa-tree, were immediately con- 
nected with the faction, will readily be allowed; but is that any 
argument, that they did not give the promoters of it all ſecret 
encouragement ? Has not the Lord of the Grotto at times declared 
as much? Could he on his own zarrow foundation have raiſed ſo 
large, though ſo tottering a ſuperſtructure? Has he abilities to be 
at the head of a party, or conſequence enough in the eye of the 
world to be blindly followed by a numerous train of dependents ? 
No ; he well knew the men that would be at a proper time ready 
to take on themſelves the title of Chrefs of a miſguided and fac- 
tious rabble; the motives to their conduct they are themſelves beſt 
acquainted with ; and ſuch they are, that, I will be bound to en- 
dec, they will never, if they can help it, make known to the 
world, 


4 Ibid. ſee page 20, t See Page 2, 
C 5 Muſt 
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Muſt the property of Britons be put into the hands of this po- 
tent triumvirate? Muſt they alone diſpoſe of all places of truſt 
or profit? Muſt he have the management of the national trea- 
Jure, who has focliſbly laviſhed the greateſt part of his private pa- 
trimony? Is be fit to dictate in council, who was never, even 
in his youth, fit for any thing, but to be leader of a 6b? Muſt 
that nation, who are ſo many millions out of pocket by the folly 
of his manhood, be doomed to bear with patience the effects of 
his dotage? Is be fit to be again truſted, who, when a rebellion 
raged in the heart of the kingdom, threatened to deſert that So- 
vereign, whoſe memory he now pretends ſo much to revere? Has 
be any claim of more important ſervices, than the cavalier, who 
ſpent his eſtate in getting drunk for. the ſervice of Charles II. 
Is the man, who has Zreated his maſter with unbecoming freedom 
and diſrepect, proper to be again admitted into the private pre- 
ſence of his King? Can his example be worthy imitation, who, 
when he ought to be full of repentance for his numerous train of 
public and private fins, is buſy in adding to the already enormous 
bulk, by ſowing the ſeeds of faction among his countrymen, and 
diſturbing the peace of his Prince? Can he be a proper perſon 
to b»/band the revenues of the crown, who has, in ſo great a 
degree, for ſo many years, diminiſhed them, by the encourage- 
ment he has given to ſmuggling in his favourite, but venal coun- 
try? Has he a jot the more merit for taking an al:-bouſe man by 
the hand, when ſeated at his table, and treating him with all the 
frothy ceremony of an cd and punFilious courtier? Does he think 
that the body of exciſemen is able to reinſtate him in his office 
and per? Did he, when he fo amply provided for his depen- 
dents, and their friends and relations, make them enter into a pri- 
vate 


Wa 


vate engagement to ſtand by him, when need ſhould be, vi ef 
armis? Is there a ſolemn league and covenant ſtill ſubſiſting, and 
againſt a lawful and juſtly beloved Sovereign? | 


<<< 


Why ſhould this noble perſonage tempt the world to pronounce 
him a lunatic, when it has hitherto been more inclined to aſcribe 
a very different character to him? 


For ſhame, ye tools of faction, ceaſe your unavailing labours, 
for it connot reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that your leader has many 
years of life left to devote to your ſervice. 


It is an eaſy matter to give plauſible reaſons for a determined 
oppoſition ; but ſurely never were reaſons fo fallacious as thoſe 
which are aſſigned in the preſent caſe, 


The Whigs are pleaſed publickly to declare &, that they have an 


exception to the perſon ſuppoſed to be principally entruſted with 
the adminiſtration of the NEE | 


The King has certainly an undoubted right, by his prerogative, 


to appoint his miniſters, and the people have no "oe in an illegal 
manner to oppoſe them, 


By the conſtitution of the kingdom, every is accountable 
for his actions during his adminiſtration. If he in any ſhape offends 
the law, there are /ega/ methods of bringing him to a fair and 


equitable trial, and by the law of England no man ſhall be con- 
demned without a juſt cauſe aſſigned. 


* Ibid, ſee page g. 
It 


— . 
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If we examine into the exceptions taken to a noble Lord, it 
may perhaps at firſt appear, that he is not in general liked by the 
people. But in truth this is not the:caſe : the oppoſition ſeems 
much more powerful than in reality it is; not one out of fifty | 
that make objections, can aſſign a fingle reaſon for the foundation 
of their opinions; they pin their faith to the ſleeves of their 
leaders, and blindly, as well as rathly, propagate whatever is 
hinted as ſerviceable to the party. 


Theſe lind oppoſers may, indeed, ſtem numerous; but let us 
trace their opinions from the original fountains, and we ſhall not 
be at a loſs to account for their being ſeemingly ſpread, 


Theſe popular diftators, animated, not by the deſire of ſerving 
their country, but by the ambition of engroſſing to themſelves 
only the profitable favour of their Sovereign, charge the preſent 
miniſter with employing the Tories +. Why any ſet of men, the 
Tories in particular, ſhould be excluded from poſts of honour near 
the throne, is not eaſily accounted for. The Whigs attribute to 
them maxims that are inconſiſtent with the liberty of the people; 
but this is no proof of theſe maxims being adopted by the Tories: 
They have not a political notion that tends not to preſerve the 
three eſtatesof the conſtitution in its true and natural order; they 
are friends to liberty, but not licentiouſneſs in the people; zhey do not 
aſſert, that the nation was made for the King , but that they were 
mutually defigned for the benefit of each other, In aſſerting the 
independency of the monarchy, they mean not to infinuate, that 
the power of the King is unlimited; but that he is not ſubject to 
be arraigned by every diſcarded placeman, mercenary Writer, or 


+ Ibid. ſee page 8. See page 15. ibid. * See page 7. ibid. 
leader 
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leader of a thoughtleſs and ſeditious mob, that chu ſes to queſtion 
the lawful exertion of his Juſt mn 


| They uiſb not olive under an arbitrary government, nor would 
they aid the beſt of Kings td entail ſlavery on his ſubjects; yer, as 
friends to a rational and conſtitutional liberty, they cannot but . 
imagine that the King, at leaſt as a particular, has a right to the 
enjoyment of it; for why ſhould he be the only SLave within the 
extent of bis wide dominions ? The Tories, not unconſtitutionally &, 
eſteem the parliament the grand repreſentative of the people, of 
- courſe the voice of the parliament is that of the people ; and thanks 
to the providence of God, who baffles the deſigns of our enemies; 
a loyal voice it is. 


They wiſh not to engroſs for their own particular emolument 
all + the places of truſt, honour and profit in theſe iſlands ; content 
with a due proportion of them, they are not over anxious who 
poſſeis the reſt. Though they ſhould be filled by M bigs, they mur- 
mur not, provided theſe Whigs are ieyal and faithful in the ſervice 
of their King and Country. They have been taxed with propa- 
gating doctrines in politicks ſubverſive of the Conſtitution , ſuch 
as, the Divine right of Souereigns, and the abſolute and paſſiue obe- 
dienct of ſubjes to them. If by the firſt, the Whigs mean, that 
the Tories have a ſacred veneration for Kings and monarchical go- 
vornment, and eſteem it that which is moſt pleaſing to God, they 
are right in their aſſertion ; but if by divine right they mean any 
ſupernatural power devolved on Kings, or any particular licence 
for their indulgence of inclinations prejudicial to the commonweal, 

* Ibid, ſee p. 10. + Ibid. - 18. 2 Ibid. p. 7, and 8. 

| | the 
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the Tories abhor the doctrine; neither are they anſwerable for 
the declared opinions of one or tuo miſguided zealots, who having 
rendered themſelves obnoxious to ſome, were without ceremony 
pronounced rank Tories. With reſpect to abſolute and paſſive 
obedience, they think that in all things lawful they are to obey the 
King ; and ſhould it ever be their fate to live under a Monarch 
who merited chaſtiſement from God, they wiſh not to be the in- 
ſtruments whereby he ſhould be puniſhed. In fine, they are 
aſſertors of every juſt prerogative veſted in the crown, that is 
conſiſtent with national Freedom, and the ſteady advocates of that 
decent liberty which wiſhes not to promote anarchy and republican 
confuſion, 


Are not theſe axioms conſiſtent ? Are they ſubverſive of liberty? 
Or ſhould the Tories, becauſe they glory in them, be therefore 
excluded from the ſervice of their be/oved King? Can the Whigs 
boaſt more moderation? Far from it. It is even difficult for them 
to preſerve a proper and decent reſpe& for the perſon of their 
Sovereign: natural enemies to kingly Government, having with 
their milk ſucked in the republican · principles of their anceſtors, 
they in vain endeavour to hide this their inherent diſpoſition, by 
calling themſelves af times the friends of the people. This is indeed 
a a thin cloak for the hard meaſures they have at all times wiſhed to 

impoſe on their Sovereigns. Muſt then the conſtitution of courſe 
be in danger, when the King is not governed by a junto of Whigs ? 
Did they not, during almoſt the whole of the two laſt reigns, in ter- 
rorem, make a bugbear of the Jacobites, and join with them the 
more dreaded Tories ? Did they not, I fay, play this game till 


* Ibid. p. 15. 
hs ridicule 
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ridicule and contemptuous laughter ſhamed them out of it? Was 
not his Majeſty's princely father uſed — I will not ſay in what 
manner, by the Whigs, for preſuming, contrary to their declared 
opinions, to ſuffer a few honeſt and inoffenſive Tories to appear at 
his court? Have they not often, even whilſt baſking i in the ſun- 
ſhine of royal favour, aimed at clipping the wings of prerogative, 
ſo. cloſe as to endanger- the very exiſtence of monarchy itſelf? 
Nothing but the neceſſity of the times could make their ſurly * ſer- 
vices in any ſort acceptable ; we have now, thanks to the good- 
neſs of God, a King, who is enthroned in the hearts of his peo- 
ple, who poſſeſſes all our confidence; and who has ſo little rea- 
ſon to be apprehenſive of. plots or deſigns againſt his government, 
that he is under no neceſſity of entertaining about his royal per- 
ſon any particular ſet of men whatever. His ſubjects, without 
diſtinction, enjoy his favour, and he g/orzes in being monarch of 


the Britiſh iſlands, not King of a deſpicable party. 


Theſe republican advocates for limited monarchy, are the men 
who aim at forming an oppoſition to the meaſures of govern- 
ment: the writers retained in their ſervice have no regard to 
truth in their attempts to promote ſedition ; we daily fee great 
abilities proſtituted to the mean purpoſe of courting a licentious 
rabble; invidious, nay, odious parallels have been drawn, and no 
ſtone has been left unturned, to diſturb the domeſtic peace of their 


Sovereign. 
In faying, that the Whigs entertain republican principles, let it 
not be imagined I mean particularly to include the triumvirate F. 


No; I rather eſteem them unhappy zealots, miſled by ſome de/ign- 
* Ibid. p. 20. + Ibid. p. 2. 
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ing men of the party, who act in an inferior capacity, and who 


are cunningly endeavouring, by ſecondary means, to bring their 
grand point to bear, 


With reſpe& to one perſonage of the triumvirate, who has already 
taken up ſome of my time, ſo inconſiſtent in moſt things has he 
been throughout his whole long life, that it would be difficult to 
give him any determinate character: it will, perhaps, be beſt to reſt 


ſatisfied with the general knowledge the world has of his diſpo- 
ſition and abilities. 


The next to be mentioned, I muſt needs own, I always thought 
too phlegmatic in his natural conſtitution, ever to commence 
zealot : but miracles are not ceaſed ; he is warm in the cauſe, decply 
embarked in the ſecret views of the party; yet would at times, 
with a ſorrowful face, perſuade his bearers that he has a true and 
unfeigned attachment to his Majeſty and his royal family, but could 
not any longer put up with the uſage of ————. Is this that 
virtue which aimed at popularity * ? Is this the main branch of 
that family which boaſts of many ſervices to the crown? If fo, 

we muſt ſurely have been deceived in our former entertained opi- 
nions, that calmneſs and ſeeming moderation muſt merit ſome 
leſs worthy name ; and that revered virtue was, perhaps, made 
up of ſelf-love alone. This great perſonage ſhould reflect, that 
the accumulated merit of a long train of anceſtors, may be all 
for a time forfeited by the willing error of an obſtinate heir. To 
ſpeak the truth, there is a certain deference and reſpect due to 
Sovereigns, which no true Mbig can chearfully pay; an early im- 
bibed opinion is not eaſily eradicated. 

® Ibid. p. 5. 


But 
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But can it be believed, that the third great perſonage of this 
awful triumvitate, is related in no diſtant degree to our Sovereign ? 
Can it be imagined, that he, who has ſuch pretenſions to good 
ſenſe, would forfeit all title to it by embarking in the cauſe of 
folly? Would he, who is deſcended from a race” of kingly an- 
ceſtors, change his nature, and league with the ſecret enemies of 
monarchy? Let us never believe it of him, but rather imagine 
it to be a deep laid ſcheme of the Whigs, to give credit to THEE 
party, by gracing it with fo reſpectable a name. 


We muſt not think this great perſonage guilty of ingratitude : 
every attention has been paid him that he could poſſibly lay claim 
to, his advice has been followed, his ſchemes baye been put in exe- 
cution, and his friends promoted to the higheſt honours and 
commands. What more could he deſire, uf he had been in- 
veſted with royalty itſelf? His wiſhes are, indeed, more moderate, 
and are therefore all of them gratified; fax I cannot, will not, 
muſt nat imagine that he means to raiſe a, ferment in the nation 
at the expence of his Sovereign. What though a few words, 
expreſſive of diſſatisfaction, have been dropped, muſt a man be 
therefore immediately dubbed a diſcontented Whig? Though 
this perſonage may have had private meetings with the Chiefs 
in the oppoſition, is he therefore embarked in the cauſe? Can- 
not theſe meetings be as well dedicated to private friendſhip as 
public diſcord ? It is not at all probable.that this great man ſhould 
ever per ſonally and particularly divulge to me his real ſentiments 
yet am I in this caſe fo obſtinate of belief, that I am determined 
never to credit his being one of the triumvirate, till I hear Bim- 
ſelf acknowledge it; for why ſhould I be prone to believe him 

: E capable 
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capable of acting ſo inconſiſtent to the intereſt of his family, and 
in dire& oppoſition to every known principle of loyalty, honour, 
gratitude or common prudence ? 


It may, perhaps, be proper to ſay a few words more on the 
principles of the Whigs in political matters. I have charged them 
with being enemies to monarchy, nurſed in republican principles : 
I cannot retract the charge, but muſt at the ſame time acknow- 
ledge, that a/ who paſs under the name of Whigs are not fo 
contaminated : the Whigs have been even fond of calling all their 
friends that did not oppoſe them. This has been an artful means 
of increaſing their number, as well as concealing their pernicious 
Opinions : on the contrary, all oppoſers of their meaſures have 
been by them called Tories; confounding under that name, a 
great variety of minor parties, that held opinions very different 
from thoſe of the true Tories. | 


The party who now call themſelves Whigs, may very properly 
be divided into four claſſes, The firſt claſs, which, thank God, 
is not very numerous, conſiſts of men who maintain opinions 
truly antimonarchical, ſuch as prevailed in the middle of the laſt 
century, when anarchy and confuſion raged throughout the nation. 
Theſe are the buſy agents, who are continually ſowing diſcord in 
the minds of the people, and, by their artful inſinuations, endea- 
vour to inſpire them with a diſlike to their ancient form of go- 
vernment, inſtancing the opulence and freedom of the Hollanders 
under a republican form ; and, with remarkable aſſiduity and in- 
duſtry, ſcattering abroad the deluſive, political axioms, they have 


picked up at Leyden or Geneua. 
The 
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The next claſs of Whigs includes ſuch as are enemies to the 
hierarchy in the church, and to Epiſcopacy. They conſtantly aim 
at the repeal of the teſt- act; yet, to ſerve their temporal intereſts, 
can occaſionally conform. Theſe men, if they are not enemies to 
monarchy, cannot at leaſt be called its friends; it ſeems to be a 
matter of indifference to them what kind of government ſubfiſts, 
provided they have a proper ſhare of power and emoluments un- 
der it. Though haughty and dictatorial on particular occaſions, 
yet, where it is conducive to their intereſts, they can be humble, 
nay, mean. This claſs of Whigs is very numerous, aſſuming to 
themſelves, at different times, every title but _ which truly be- 
longs to them. 


In the third claſs we find nothing but men of luke-warm prin- 
ciples, ſuch as would do their utmoſt to live eaſy under any form 
of government that happened to be predominant, but are too little 
ſanguine to forfeit a ſingle acre for the reſtoration of a ſaint. If 
by proper ſervices they gain among them a portion of preferments, 
they are ready enough in their offers to any miniſtry; a kind of 
ſhuttle-cocks in politicks, that are banded to and fro by the in- 
fluence of their own ſordid ſelf-intereſt. Theſe are the friends 
which, as the writer of the addreſs ſays *, adhere to à certain great 
man, who has reſigned in an aſtoniſhing manner. 


The laſt claſs, I muſt own, comprehends Jome men whoſe 
ſyſtem of politicks I cannot in every part take exception to. While 
they enjoy the high offices under the crown, they take particular 
care to defend every branch of the prerogative that conduces to the 
increaſe of their power and influence; they are friends to the name 
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of King, but think it unneceſſary and inconſiſtent with Mae to 
exert, but through their means, the power and authority annexed 
to the dignity by the conſtitution. For the King to diſpoſe of a 
trifling employ, without having previouſly conſulted hem, is provo- 
cation ſufficient for a tribe of them to threaten to reſign their poſts, 
if not actually do it, thinking thereby to diſtreſs their Maſter in 
his affairs, and convince him how abſolutely neceſſary they are both 
in the cabinet and field. 


Dating the two laſt reigns, this 2who/e game of reſignation was 
often played. Our Kings were then unhappily not natives of Britain ; 
they had received a foreign education, ſpoke a foreign language, 
and of courſe were liable to be impoſed on by artful defigning men, 
who had their own private ends to ſerve. But this time, thanks to 
Providence, is now at an end. Our King is a native of the iſland, 
and has a heart truly Britiſh; his underſtanding is too good, for 
him to be impoſed on by ſpecious appearances ; ſcorning to be a 
King of Parties, his palace is open to all his /oyal ſubjects, and 
his ſpirit will not permit him to be directed or governed by any 
junto of men, let them be ever ſo great, or aſſume to themſelves 
what denomination they pleaſe. Do you not then, my country- 
men, admire the /þirif of your Sovereign, who had courege 
enough to throw off the fetters that entangled the arms of 
royalty ? Is he not to be commended for wiſhing to have the 
beams of his royal favour extend through the whole compaſs of 
his realms, and not partially ſhine on a few alone of his di&atortal 
ſubjes ? I am ſenſible you certainly muft admire him; yet is it 
on this account that an oppoſition is formed againſt his meaſures, 


Theſe Whigs, as they call themſelves, having, in trath, nothing 
but 


( +83) 

but their own private. intereſt in view, and forgetting, ungratefully 
enough, all the emoluments their party has for near 50 years paſt 
been receiving under the preſent Royal Family, wiſh to clog the 
wheels of government by their clamours and ſeditious diſcourſes, 
they would fain perſuade you that every thing that is precious to 
Britons is in danger; but in truth I ſee no danger of any thing, 
but their not being meagre again to accept of the poſts they have 
raſhly reigned. There is not now that neceſſity for employing 
them there formerly ſeemed to be: his Majeſty has many honeft 
and able ſubjects, who, though ranged under no party, are willing 
to ſerve him, not with the profiu/ion of expence, which was ſo con- 
ſpicuous and notorious during the miniſtry of the Whigs; but with 
all the ceconomy, conſiſtent with the dignity of their Sovereign, 
and not only conducive to eaſe the burthen of taxes with which 
the people are loaded, but, through the inconſiderate extravagance 
of former managers, become er neceſſary to the preſervation 
of our national credit. 


Let the Whigs * aſſign what reaſon they pleaſe for ſecluding FER 
ſelves from the favour of their Prince, the true reaſon in fact is, 
that their power was not ſufficiently compleat. A new notion was 
adopted at court, that it was poſſible for a man to be able, honeſt, 
and a good ſubject, though branded with the odzous title of Tory. 
This was indeed new to them, and ſeemed to threaten their long 
engroſſed influence; ſeveral ſruggles were ineffectually made; 
and at laſt, after having previouſly concerted meaſures. togetſier, 
they were determined to carry their point, by refigning their em- 
ployments almoſt to a man ; but, diſmal to think of, they miſled 

See p. 3. et ſeq. of the Addreſs. __ 
= their 


1 
their aim, and to their ſorrow find that the King can do without 
them. 


I have, in various parts of this tract, mentioned the addreſi to 
tbe Cocoa-tree, The writer of it employs ſeveral pages in enu- 
merating the objections the Whigs have to the preſent miniſter ® ; 
but what do they all amount to, more than that he enjoys the 

| royal favour. They diſpute not the legality of the power that raiſed 
| bim, but per/iſt in affirming that be is not a miniſter with their 
| opprobation +. = 


Inſufferable arrogance ! Muſt then his Majeſty ſeek their ap- 
probation in the appointment of his ſervants, and is none to exer- 
ciſe authority under him, but ſuch as receive from them an ap- 
proving manifeſto ? 4 


How ſottiſbly do theſe pretended advocates for prerogative be- 
| tray their rea ſentiments? They would reduce the powerful 
| ' monarch of the Britiſh iſlands to the ſtate of an humble Doge of 
Venice ; all pageantry and outward ſhow, whilſt the real power 
is veſted in the junto of nobles : and becauſe he will not be a King 
of ſhadows, in a buff they reſign their lucrative employments, 
though not without making ſome ſort of merit of it, in theic 
out-door harangues J. 


4 The Whigs, with great preſumption, ſay they are the majority 
| of the nation ||. Were this a truth, we ſhould indeed be reduced 

1 to an unhappy ſtate, to be ſo far divided into parties, as that any 

þ | denomination of the kind, ſhould aſſume to ite, ſuch a nu- 

4 merous train of partizans. If there is a majority in point of 
3 © Ibid. p. 5. + Ibid. p. 9. f Ibid. p. 18. f See Addreſs, p. 5. et paſſim. 

| number, 
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number, I ſhould be apt to think it conſiſted of the noderure 


men. 


But, perhaps, I do not rightly underſtand this aſſertion of the 
Whigs: do they mean that they are the majority of the nation, 
when conſidered in point of loyalty, property, abilities, or num- 
ber? They will not, perhaps, chuſe to be explicit; a few words 
may not, therefore, be improper touching their PRO” in each 
of theſe points. 


A great ſhare of loyalty, I am apt to think, they were never 
troubled-with ; and to prove this, it is only neceſlary to define 


what true loyalty is. 


It conſiſts then of a uniform attachment to monarchy, a proper 

of reſpect and reverence for the perſon of the Soverign, 

an implicit and ready obedience to all his lawful commands, a de- 

fire to ſerve him, and defend all his juſt rights at the hazard of 
property, and even life itſelf. 


If this is loyalty, can the preſent Whigs boaſt of any great 
ſhare of it? Is it loyal to treat a King with unbecoming free- 
dem? ls it paying a proper reſpe& to diFate in his councils ? 
Is it defending his rights, virtually to diſpute his r:ght of nomi- 
nating his ſervants? Is it conſiſtent with loyalty t. ſap the very 
foundations of monarchy. itſelf, by endeavouring to reſtrain the 


lawful power of the King? 
It 


_ 


4 


If the Whigs have done all this, why ſhould they be thought 
more loyal than the reſt of his Majeſty's liege ſubjects. 


With reſpect to property, the Whigs have no better preten- 


ſions. Such of them as have not diſipared their patrimony by 
. Extravagance, and are not mere adventurers in the ocean of fac- 


tion, may find themſelves at leaſt equalled in point of wealth by 
the friends of the preſent adminiſtration ; and if they have much 
wealth among them, they will find abundant uſe for it, now they 
have given up ſo many of the lucrative employments * have 
long without rivals enjoyed. 


As to their ſuperior abilities in the arts of government, we have 
had, within theſe few years, ſo many inſtances of their talents 
that way, that it is not poſſible long to heſitate what judgment to 
give: all the proofs of abilities we have met with in the courſe 
of the war, except what we have experienced under the preſent 
miniſtry, was during the period that Mr. Pitt pręſided at the helm 
of affairs, and I am apt to think they will not be preſumptous 
enough to denominate him a Whig, at leaſt for ſome time to come. 
it is well known he hen guided every thing, which, perhaps, was 
the reaſon we met with ſuch ſucceſs, as his co/leagues the Whigs 
could not boaſt of abilities ſufficient for the guidance. 


How far the influence of the Whigs will. extend in point of 
number, I ſhall not take upon me to determine, till they inform 
me, whether it is uſual with them to comprehend under that 
title every drunken cobler, who rails at Lord Bute over his pot 
of porter in a Smithfield Alehouſe. If they do, they may in- 
deed be numerous, as their emiſſaries and agents are remarkably 

aſſiduous 
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2 in poiſoning the minds, and corrupting the loyalty of 
the thoughtleſs rabble. 


It might, perhaps, have been expected, that in this tract 1 
ſhould have attempted the vindication of the character of a Node 
Lord from the many aſperſions that are, by a diſappointed party, 
daily and bourly thrown out; but why ſhould I waffe my time 
in an unneceſſary talk ? or why honour them more with my no- 
tice than his Lordſhip himſelf does? who, though he cannot 
help ſeeing the vain efforts of their malice, affords them in re- 
turn only 4 ſmile of contempt. To his honour be it ſaid, be bas 
produced a peace *, and ſuch a peace as Britain could never before 
boaſt of. Mere the articles of it engraved on bis ſepulchral monu- 
ment, his poſterity would have no reaſon to regret it. His Lord. 
ſhip's anſwer to a great man's reflectꝭons on him in a certain aſ- 
ſembly, merits being recorded in letters of gold; and would well 
have become the mouth of a Scipio len or an AEmilius 
Scaurus. 


* Addreſs, p. 133. 
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